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devotions. 


Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 


dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postpaid, on receipt of $2.50. 
Ca Please Order From: 


No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 





WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 


One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 


162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 





a st So 


the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity. 


illustrations. 


710 — Black leather, embossed cover, red under gold edges, ....................... 
700 — Black cloth, red edges, title and design stamped in gold, ~............. 
702 — Black imitation leather, red under gold edges, title and design stamped 
in gold, silk bookmarks, 
703 — Genuine black leather, Morocco, red under gold edges, title and design 
stamped in gold, silk bookmarks, 
750 — Genuine black leather, Morocco, red under gold edges, title stamped 
in gold, hand tooled gold border on inside front and back covers, 
silk bookmarks, .-......... 
775 — Genuine black Morocco leather binding, red under gold edges, silk 
moire lining, gold border on inside covers, silk bookmarks, ............ 
776 — Genuine black Morocco leather binding, red under gold edges, genuine 
leather lining, gold border on inside covers, silk bookmarks, -........ ns 


Order from: — 











The bolp Ghost Praper=-book 


A complete prayer-book, supplying the 
faithful with many very beautiful prayers 
and devotions to the Holy Ghost, as well as 
a clear explanation of the doctrine concerning 


The 


book contains morning and evening prayers, 
Mass devotions, confession and Communion 
prayers, novenas and other devotions in honor 
of the Holy Spirit. 400 pages with several 


The prayer-book may be obtained in vari- 
ous bindings at the following prices: — 


$0.80 
1.00 


1.50 


2.00 


2.25 
3.00 


3.00 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 
Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 














Premiums You Will Want to Possess 


offered during June 


for NEW and RENEWAL subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 





One Subscription 
Picture of the Sacred Heart — 
in colors; 6x8 inches. OR: — 


Celluloid covered plaque of the 
Sacred Heart, with easel to stand; 
2x3 inches. OR: — 


One Scheyern Cross —a small 


Two Subscriptions 


Handsome Sacred Heart Shield 
—of French grey metal, 4 inches 
in size, with the figure in relief on 
a circular medallion. It is espe- 
cially designed to fasten on door 
frame. Attractively mounted on 
folder bearing the Promises of the 


two inch cross which has been 
touched to relic of the true Cross. 
OR: — 4 

Booklet: Enthronement of the _St- Christopher Auto Medal — a 
Sacred Heart in the Home. OR: Y°TY practical and attractive gift 
Devotion to the Holy Ghost. for travelers. 


Three Subscriptions 
An Onyx Plaque — with silver oxidized medallion of the Sacred 
Heart, with easel to stand. Size 1%x2% inches. 


Sacred Heart. OR: — 


Four Subscriptions 
Holy Ghost Prayer-book — black leather, flexible cover, red under 
gold edges. 
Five Subscriptions 


Spirit of the First Friday —a very useful manual containing re- 
flections for each First Friday of the year, with other appealing prayers 
and devotions. Imitation leather binding, gold edges, 257 pages. 


Six Subscriptions 

Jesus, the King of Love—a remarkable book by Rev. Father 
Mateo, the Apostle of the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in families. 
The reading of this book, filled as it is with expressions of Father 
Mateo’s burning love for Christ, cannot fail to draw souls nearer to the 
Sacred Heart. The book is bound in attractive red cloth binding, 365 
pages. 

Please mention premium desired. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the Consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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The Sacred Heart, an Ocean of Mercy 
<>: 4- 

4 TERNAL love and eternal life are the gifts which flow 
to us from the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and these are the 
outpourings of Divine mercy. The month of June and 
the feast of the Sacred Heart (June 20) afford us new 
occasions to draw from this fathomless ocean of mercy 
the graces and blessings we need in our pilgrimage 
through life. 

The Heart of Jesus is truly a Heart abounding in mercy. Therein 
lies the special relationship in which the Sacred Heart stands to man- 
kind, and in which mankind stands to the Sacred Heart. Above and 
before all things else the Sacred Heart means “mercy unto man.” 
Mercy is love in action. The misery and need of man move the mercy 
of Jesus, so that it overflows from His Heart into the heart of His poor 
offending creature, establishing between them a relationship as exclu- 
sive in its tenderness as it is inexhaustible in its fulness. For the 
mercy of Jesus is something which is man’s very own. It is a precious 
specialty, not shared by any other beings, even those highest in the 
scale of creation. Love indeed is for all creation; but the love which 
is for man is a love specialized by mercy. For while mercy is always 
love, love is not always mercy. To His angels Jesus has given love — 
He has never given them mercy. Could a human being here below 
ask an angel to tell all that the Sacred Heart is to himself and his 











36 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


fellow-spirits, the angel might limit his reply to one word: Love. Were 
an angel to ask a human being a like question, the human being would 
have to amplify his reply and say: Love and mercy! Yes, love and 
mercy! that is what the Sacred Heart is to man! 

During the month of June all lovers of the Sacred Heart, but es- 
pecially those in whose homes the King of Love has been enthroned, 
will surely cherish the thought of His abounding mercy. With a sense 
of personal interest they will dwell upon the touching manifestations 
of mercy which are recorded as having taken place in the privacy of 
the homes where Jesus was admitted as Friend and Master during His 
mortal life. The story of Mary Magdalen in the little home of Bethany, 
of Zaccheus in the mansion of Jericho, are theirs in an altogether special 
way, vibrating with life and meaning. They are the “fireside stories” 
of the Gospel on the mercy of Jesus. Ever ancient, yet ever new, they 
are standard examples of all that the Sacred Heart will do in the 
homes where love unlocks the treasures of His mercy. For the En- 
thronement, when lived in the spirit of the revelations of Paray-le- 
Monial, makes of every home a tabernacle of the New Law. The 
picture hanging in its place of honor is, as it were, the mercy seat 
whence the King of Love manifests the secrets of His loving Heart, 
and, speaking through the symbolism of the picture, says: Behold this 
Heart which loves you so much. Love Me. Have confidence. Fear 
not. I will give peace in your families. I will bless your homes. 
Sinners shall find in My Heart the source and ocean of mercy. To 
the families of today it has been given to know mysteries of mercy 
withheld from kings and prophets and just men of old. 


A New Invention of Divine Love 


The Enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the family is 
truly a new invention of love and consolation rising up on the horizon 
of the epoch of devotion to the Divine Heart. This sublime devotion 
is a star, which, gently beaming and shining, rises over the darkness 
of the present chaos of the world, to emit its warmth and healing 
rays upon the deep wounds from which families are suffering. 

By the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart, a new portal of sal- 
vation has been opened. Infinite treasures of love and mercy are en- 
closed in the Sacred Heart. These our Savior now desires to pour out 
in abundant measure upon all those families in which His Divine 
Heart is adored and loved. 

But the families endeared to the Heart of Jesus by the Enthrone- 
ment will not be content with merely resting in the contemplation of 
His mercy. They will provoke His tenderness, drawing down upon 
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themselves and upon the whole world a perfect Pentecost of mercy by 
their love and their sacrifices. It is said that the slightest shock —a 
footfall or the sound of a voice — is sometimes sufficient to bring down 
from the Alpine heights the rushing mass of the mountain avalanche. 
One little act of love — one little sacrifice from a heart that truly loves 
—is always powerful enough to draw down from the Heart of Jesus 
an avalanche of mercy. That Heart is always ready, nay more, It 
yearns, It is in an agony of desire to pour out Its riches upon the 
world. The glory, the privilege, of the friends and apostles of the 
Heart of Jesus is to be, by love and sacrifice, the dispensers of the 
mysteries of His love and mercy to mankind. 

The first thing we must do is to place our trust in God, for to 
distrust Him wounds the Heart of Jesus. “Trust in My Heart, in My 
love, in My Divine Providence,” the Divine Heart exhorts the oppressed 
father, the sorely tried mother. “Trust in Me, I will aid you. Take 
refuge to Me, consecrate your children to Me; erect for Me in your 
home a throne, a sanctuary. Come thither with all your necessities 
and tribulations; I will refresh you, I will be your unfailing comforter.” 

The Christian family must be firmly convinced that Jesus loves 
it with a most personal and tender love; that He desires its spiritual 
and temporal welfare; that it belongs to Him. Jesus reigns in the 
family in the same degree in which He is loved and trusted by its 
members. But if confidence in God vanishes from the family, love 
grows cold, hope for an eternal reward is extinguished, faith in Divine 
Providence dies, and with it the true happiness of the family, the bless- 
ing of God and contentment, depart. Parents as well as children seek 
consolation elsewhere, and fall into error and sin. And such, alas! 
is the fate of many families in our days. 

Oh, that all Christian families would become families of the Sacred 
Heart! Then hatred and war and bloodshed would quickly disappear 
from the earth, and the Prince of Peace would reign from the family 
hearth over the hearths of nations. If Jesus wept over the city of 
Jerusalem because it rejected His love and thus incurred the awful 
penalty of rejection on His part in turn, how must He not weep over 
the sad state of the world in our days, which is reaping the bitter 
fruits of its turning away from God? 

During this month of the Sacred Heart, and on the beautiful 
Feast, as we offer our tributes of love and reparation to the Eucha- 
ristic King of Love and renew our consecration to Him, may our zeal 
for souls prompt us to offer also a fervent prayer that “His kingdom 
may come” to all hearts and all nations, and that the dove of peace 
may soon find a nesting place in every nation of the world. 

















ney AORTLY before His ascension into heaven, Jesus said 
to His Apostles: “But I tell you the truth: it is ex- 
pedient to you that I go: for if I go not, the Paraclete 
will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him 
to you” (John xvi. 7). The Apostles were filled with 
sorrow at the thought of parting from Jesus, but He 
solemnly declared that He must withdraw His visible 
presence in order that He might send His Spirit to them. 
He had given Himself in the Blessed Sacrament, His Mother from the 
Cross, and one gift more did He will to give the children of earth, 
the gift which is the jubilee of the Most Blessed Trinity, the gift that 
should be our jubilee on earth — the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit dwells in a very real sense in the soul in the 
state of sanctifying grace. In St. John’s Gospel we find further the 
solemn declaration of Jesus regarding the Spirit He promised to send: 
“He shall abide with you and shall be in you” (John xiv. 17). This 
consoling truth is too little understood even by devout Catholics, but 
once it is grasped there is no greater incentive to a life of purity and 
virtue, for when the soul realizes that she is in very truth the abode of 
the Most High, how can she permit that temple to be defiled by any 
sin which would cause the Holy Spirit to depart? The Holy Ghost 
abhors sin and can never reside in an abode which is the lodging of 
sin and Satan. 

He is the Spirit of love, union, peace and charity, and therefore 
cannot dwell in a malicious soul. He is the Spirit of purity, and there- 
fore cannot dwell in a body subject to carnal sins. He is the Spirit 
of sincerity and truth, and therefore will flee from deceitful souls. 

There is also an infinite opposition between the spirit of the world 
and the Spirit of God; they cannot both reside in the same breast. 
For as the love of the world and its deceitful pleasures is the great 
enemy of the love of God, so the spirit of the world is the great 
adversary of the Spirit of God. The spirit of the world is a spirit of 
pride and vanity, of selfishness, of sensuality, forgetful of God and 
eternity and full of disorderly affections for vain and perishable joys. 
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What room can there be for the Spirit of God in such a soul? No; 
the Spirit of God will not dwell in the temple of our soul if He is 
not allowed to be supreme Lord and Master there. If we wish Him 
to abide with us, wé must remove from our heart everything that might 
in the least displease Him. 

St. Paul testifies again and again to the truth of the indwelling 
of the Holy Ghost. He tells us, “Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God” 
(Eph. iv. 30). This we do when we allow ourselves to be dissipated 
by worldly interests and ignore the gentle whispers of this amiable 
Spirit within our souls. For He cannot be heard by souls who do not 
endeavor to recollect themselves, who do not think of His loving 
presence in their heart, who do not speak with Him in the temple of 
their soul. But let a soul turn to Him and thank Him for His visit, 
treat Him as an honored Guest, and she will feel the loving warmth 
of the Divine Fire, the joyous spirit of His life-giving unction. Per- 
meated with His fruits of charity, joy and peace, her life will radiate 
the Spirit within by its kindliness, its mildness, its faith in the loving 
Providence of God, even though outwardly oppressed with many cares. 

On the glorious feast of Pentecost, which we celebrate on the first 
of June, let us ardently implore the coming of the Holy Ghost. Though 
we cannot look for His visible coming in tongues of fire as on the first 
Pentecost, yet if we sincerely seek Him, we shall experience His presence. 
There is no gift which the Heavenly Father is more ready to give us. 

Spiritual writers tell us that if we are not prepared for the graces 
of the liturgical feasts — for each feast brings with it its own special 
graces — we do not receive them, at least in the full measure we should 
desire. By prayer and recollection may our hearts be open for the 
coming of the Holy Ghost! 


Indulgences for Pentecost Novena and the Month of the Sacred Heart 


By assisting devoutly at public novena devotions in honor of the 
Holy Spirit on the nine days immediately preceding Pentecost, an in- 
dulgence of 10 years may be gained once each day: 7 years each day 
for a private novena; a plenary indulgence at the close of the novena, 
after confession, Communion, visit, and prayers for the Pope’s inten- 
tions. The same indulgences are granted for a novena to the Sacred 
Heart, whether made immediately before the feast of the Sacred Heart 
or at any other time during the year. 

Those who attend public devotions in honor of the Sacred Heart 
during June may gain an indulgence of 10 years each day, and a plenary 
indulgence once during the month if they have assisted at such public 
devotions at least ten times, provided they confess their sins, receive 
Holy Communion and pray for the Pope’s intentions. For private de- 
votions, an indulgence of 7 years each day is granted, with plenary 
indulgence at the end of the month, under the above conditions. 

















Minnesota Calls 
<>: = 


ay INNESOTA, the “Star of the North,” has issued a 
call to all Catholics of America to unite with her 
in paying homage to our Eucharistic King during 
the days of the NintH NationaL EvucHARISTIC 
Concress, June 23 to 26. Her ten thousand limpid 
lakes, her virgin forests of balsam, hemlock and 
pine, her scenic parks and picturesque landscapes 
yearly attract thousands of vacationists during the summer months. 
But this June it is not the beauties of nature nor the “call of the wild” 
that is drawing thither the tens of thousands of visitors coming from 
all states of the Union; for these are not “pleasure-seekers” but “pil- 
grims,” coming in answer to her call to participate in the royal act 
of homage which, in the name of the Catholic Church in America, she 
has prepared for our Eucharistic King in the Archdiocese of Saint Paul. 
And these visitors include also representatives of the hierarchy, clergy 
and laity from our neighboring countries of Canada and Mexico. 

The year 194] is a year of Jubilee in the Archdiocese of Saint 
Paul, being the first centenary of the dedication of the first Catholic 
chapel, a small log structure, and the celebration of the first Holy 
Mass in what is now the city of Saint Paul, on the feast of All Saints, 
1841. It is in commemoration of this event that the archdiocese is 
sponsoring the Ninth National Eucharistic Congress. 

Saint Paul, the see city of the archdiocese and the capital of the 
state, and Minneapolis, — known the world over as the “Twin Cities,”— 
will be joint hosts to this greatest of gatherings ever witnessed in the 
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Northwest. This is beautifully symbolized by the official Eucharistic Con- 
gress emblem, which shows a replica of the monstrance to be used at the 
Congress, resting upon clouds between the domes of the Cathedral of 
Saint Paul and the Basilica of St. Mary in Minneapolis. The functions 
of the Congress will be distributed between the Cathedral and the 
Basilica and the municipal auditoriums of both cities, but most of the 
major functions will take place at the Minnesota State Fair Grounds 
in the midway district, which have been designated as the National 
Eucharistic Center. The full acreage of the fair grounds, together with 
the sixteen buildings and the grandstand, will be utilized to accommodate 
the thousands of persons taking part in the Congress. Individual 
buildings will be named after deceased bishops of the ecclesiastical 
province of Saint Paul, and will house youth activities, sectional meet- 
ings, educational exhibits, etc. The central point of worship will be 
the “Eucharistic Temple,” with its magnificent altar and massive balda- 
chin, rising to a height of fifty feet, surmounted by a ten-foot silvered 
monstrance, which will be illuminated at night. Here Pontifical Mass 
will be celebrated each morning of the Congress, and many other im- 
posing ceremonies will take place, including the closing Benediction. 


* Principal Events 


Sunday, June 22, the day prior to the opening of the Congress, has 
been designated as general Communion day in all the parishes of. the 
archdiocese for the success of this important event. Parishes throughout 
the United States are also invited to join in this general Communion, 
and surely every Catholic who has at heart the honor and glory of our 
Eucharistic Lord will respond to this invitation without being urged. 

On June 23, the Papal Legate will be greeted at the Saint Paul 
Union Station and escorted to the Cathedral, where a solemn liturgical 
reception will be held. The official civic reception for the Legate will 
be held in the Minneapolis municipal auditorium in the evening. The 
official opening of the Congress will take place in the National Eucha- 
ristic Center at ten o’clock on Tuesday morning, June 24, when the 
Papal Legate will celebrate Pontifical High Mass, at which the com- 
bined choirs of the archdiocese will sing. Holy Hours for youth 
groups will be held in the evening in the city auditoriums, and a Holy 
Hour for men, followed by Midnight Mass, at Eucharistic Center. 

The major event for Wednesday, June 25, will be the Children’s 
Mass, at which a choir of 10,000 school children will sing. In the 
evening there will be Holy Hours for women in the two city auditoriums. 
On Thursday, the closing day, Pontifical Mass will again be celebrated 
hy the Legate at the midway Eucharistic Center at ten o’clock A.M. 
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The splendor of the Congress will reach its zenith in the closing 
procession on Thursday afternoon, June 26. Wending its way from 
the church of Saint Andrew, in the suburbs of Saint Paul, it will pass 
through beautiful Como Park to the Eucharistic Temple, a distance of 
about two miles. The Sacred Host will be borne in a monstrance of 
hand-forged silver, a relic of early missionary days in the diocese, 
originally brought from France. Final Benediction will be imparted 
by the Papal Legate, after which the Holy Father will bestow his 
Apostolic Blessing. 


The Pledge of Future Blessings 


One of the most consoling facts witnessed in late years in our 
country is the growing of a deeper devotion to and an intenser love 
for Our Lord in the Most Blessed Sacrament. That the faith of our 
Catholic people has been strengthened and renewed is evidenced by 
the fact that they have shown a deeper appreciation of the value of 
Holy Mass, have approached the Eucharistic Banquet more frequently, 
have multiplied their visits to the silent Dweller of our tabernacles, 
and, what is especially noteworthy, have devoted themselves in increas- 
ing numbers to periods of adoration, both during the day and the 
night. May not this new flowering of Eucharistic devotion be in large 
measure the fruit of previous Eucharistic Congresses, where the spark 
of love was fanned into greater flame and the Heart of our Eucharistic 
King was moved to pour out His blessings in more abundant measure? 
All the more earnestly, then, should each one of us do our part to 
make the forthcoming Eucharistic Congress a glorious success, so that 
this promising growth of Eucharistic devotion may flourish still more, 
and may bring forth ever greater fruits — an unfailing pledge of 
future blessings upon the Church, upon our country, and upon the 
whole world. 

Whether we are privileged to attend the Congress, or can parti- 
cipate only in spirit, we ought to make it the focal point of our interest 
during the days of its progress. What'a sublime expression of Christian 
unity it would be if all the Catholics of America assisted at Holy 
Mass and received Holy Communion each day of the Congress in 
union with those actually participating in its functions, and turned 
their thoughts thither each day with fervent acts of love and adoration. 

The response thus far justifies the hope that the Congress will be 
widely attended, and that it will be productive of abundant fruits for 
the extension of the Eucharistic Reign of Christ. What happiness for 
us to offer this national act of adoration, thanksgiving and reparation 
to our dear Lord, who in so many countries of this war-torn world has, 
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one might almost say, been “outlawed” from society, where so many 
of His altars have been overturned, His sanctuaries desecrated and 
destroyed, and His ministers murdered and imprisoned or so hampered 
by tyrannical laws as to make it impossible for them to celebrate the 
Divine service. And let us welcome the Congress also as an occasion for 
sending up a renewed petition to the Prince of Peace, that He, the 
Divine Helmsman, may once more arise, as He did on the storm-tossed 
sea of Galilee, and say to the wind and the waves of the storm-tossed 
world: “Peace, be still!” 





BEATA Trinitas! — “O Blessed Trinity!” the Church 
repeats again and again in her liturgy for the feast 
of the Most Holy Trinity, as if utterly incapable 
of expressing her admiration for this sublime Mys- 

tery or of rendering It worthy praise. The thought of the Blessed 
Trinity is truly one which should fill our hearts with rapture and cause 
them to overflow with gratitude and love. For is not the Triune God 
the Source of all beatitude, the Giver of every gift of nature and grace 
we have ever received or may ever hope to receive? 

Our life should be a continual praise of the Most Holy Trinity, 
even as this is to be our sublime occupation throughout eternity. But 
in order to love this infinitely holy and lovable God we must first 
know Him, for we cannot love what we do not know. For this reason 
the catechism places first among the ends of our existence the knowledge 
of our Creator — “God made me to know Him, to love Him and to serve 
Him in this world, and to be happy with Him forever in the next.” The 
feast of the Most Holy Trinity, which this year falls on June 8th, 
should therefore elicit not only our fervent acts of praise and thanks- 
giving for the great gifts of our creation, redemption and sanctification, 
but also our earnest petitions for the grace of perseverance in our holy 
Faith and the gift of knowing and loving the Triune God. 








(Ble: Kor: Io] oko [a] + eXe+: lo] x 


VA WA 7) “y Yj 
‘\ = 9 


DAADO]OOS 


Sr 
SS, 
: « VS 


rm : 


Ol: e+ [a]: kot Ja] + e+ ]o] exe + [Bl Xo +] 0] F exe: Ja] = exer: 





als exe= [al =exe [al* exe [al = 0xe: [al = exe; a 


The Eucharist Identifies the True Church 


For the Feast of Corpus Christi, June 12 
<=: 


we MONG the many glorious feasts which the month of 
2 June brings to us is that of Corpus Christi, a feast 
which honors in a special manner the Abiding Presence 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. 
Never more strongly than on a day like Corpus Christi 
is it brought home to us, how happy a thing it is to 
belong to that one Fold of Christ that stretches into 
every land, and holds together in the golden links of faith and hope 
and charity the countless multitude of the children of the Church of 
God. Today the lights are lighted that typify a people’s faith; the 
incense rises toward heaven, a picture of a people’s prayer going up 
to God; the music seems to carry thought beyond the limits of this 
sorrowing world; the flowers, never so fair as when they spend their 
transient beauty before the throne of the Sacramental God, lend their 
perfume and their grace to the holiness of our altars and remind us 
how dear to the Heart of Jesus are those innocent souls, which, filled 
with love, kneel flower-like before the altar. Today the Church swings 
wide the door of the tabernacle, and the priest brings forth with special 
observance the Hidden God, who through the long, busy hours of 
the day and the lonely watches of the quiet night, sits enthroned 
amid the majestic lowliness of the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar. 
For, today we celebrate the Feast of Corpus Christi — the Body of 
Christ — and thank our Blessed Lord for the gift He has given us in 
the Holy Eucharist. 
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Many a gift has Jesus lavished on His Church, but never a gift that 
can for a moment stand comparison with the Gift, the giving of which 
we celebrate today. Other gifts were rich with grace; here is grace 
itself; other gifts bore in them the touch of God’s own loving hand; 
here that hand itself is stretched out in perpetual benediction over the 
faithful children of the Holy Catholic Church. Other sacraments 
prepare us for heaven, but here, where Jesus sits shrouded in the mystery 
of His sacramental presence, heaven seems to have come before its 
time, for heaven has nothing greater or more precious than the Sacred 
Humanity and the uncreated Divinity that are found in the Blessed 
Sacrament where Jesus is. 

The day on which the Blessed Sacrament was actually instituted 
was a day on which the heart of the Church was growing heavy, in 
intense sympathy with the coming sufferings of Our Lord. The clouds 
of the approaching Passion were gathering fast around Him; the cold 
touch of death was on the sacred lips that pronounced the words of 
consecration; and even when she read the story of the Last Supper, 
the Church could scarcely see through the blinding tears the page on 
which it was written. Gethsemane was near, and that midnight agony, 
when tears were turning to blood. Calvary was all too close, with its 
spectacle of unexampled suffering; and though the Church broke forth 
for a moment into a strain of joy, her eyes were heavy with unshed 
tears. But love and gratitude were still there, all unspoken though 
they were, and she has waited till today to give full, unstinted utterance 
to the rapture which fills her heart when she gazes upon the Eucharistic 
Presence of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We remember how our Blessed Lord, after His resurrection, 
appeared to two disciples as they traveled toward Emmaus. Preoccupied 
with their own thoughts — never expecting to see Him whom they had 
seen last in the hands of His enemies with the doom of death upon 
Him — they talked with the Stranger on the road, and failed to recognize 
the face of the Lord Jesus. Words of wisdom came from the Man who 
walked with them; but they never suspected that these were the lips 
through which spoke the Uncreated Wisdom of their Father in heaven. 
And how, at length, did they come to recognize their Guest when they 
sat with Him at supper in the village of Emmaus? Thus: — He took 
bread and broke it, and gave to them — and their eyes were opened. 
The Eucharistic act had stirred their sleeping memories, and they 
recognized their Master and their God. 

So has it been ever since: it is by the Sacrament of the Blessed 
Eucharist that the true Church, which is the image of Christ in the 
world, is most infallibly to be recognized. Every doctrine of the Church 
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seems to meet in the Blessed Sacrament; every ritual observance finds 
there its measure and its end; every sacrament has a special reference 
to It, and tends toward It as to the ultimate perfection of its own special 
work; and in It Jesus Christ seems to have gathered up and displayed 
in the most unmistakable manner the fourfold crown which He placed 
upon the brow of His Church, that all men might know that she was 
His Spouse; for the Church is One, is Holy, is Catholic, is Apostolic, 
and these four gifts are most admirably shown in the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist. Let us briefly see this. 

You behold now the Blessed Sacrament placed before you on 
the altar. Ask yourself, how It came there. In order that It 
could be there, it was necessary that a consecrated hand should 
take the bread, even as Jesus took the bread, and should pro- 
nounce the words of consecration with an authority that heaven must 
ratify. In other words, there must be a priest. Now, who can make a 
priest? Can the world with all its power — can kings, or statesmen, 
or parliaments? No; the world itself would laugh at such as these 
if they even attempted to make a man a priest. The dignity of the 
priesthood is not a dignity that the powers of earth have in their gift. 
To make a priest it needs a bishop, consecrated himself by other bishops, 
and so going back in an unbroken line, till he can trace his spiritual 
ancestors in one of those who sat in the Supper Room at Jerusalem, 
and had addressed to them the command, “Do this in commemoration 
of Me.” Thus the Church must be Apostolic. 

In like manner, to have the Blessed Eucharist upon the altar 
requires that the Church that places It there be — Catholic. What is the 
Blessed Eucharist? It is that clean oblation which the prophet, looking 
forward to the times that were to be, saw as the distinctive mark of 
the Church of Christ. From the rising to the setting of the sun, a clean 
cblation was to be offered to God. Look up, and see in the Blessed 
Eucharist the clean oblation — see that the Church that possesses it 
must of necessity be a Church that will cover all the space that lies 
between the sunrise and the sunset. In other words, that Church is 
Catholic. 

Holy — oh, is not this the Church’s test of sanctity — firmness 
for the Holy Communion? She has Jesus, she is consequently herself 
holy; she has been able — and she alone has been able — to produce 
the highest types of holiness that have heautified the several ages of 
Christian time. And why? Because she gathered her children around 
the altar, and broke to them the Holy Bread that nurtured saints. 
Apostles came, and rose up from the Holy Table like giants refreshed, 
and won the world to the Faith. Martyrs had hearts as weak as ours, 
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as keenly sensitive to pain, and yet they bravely bore and died, because 
the hearts that suffered had been made the tabernacles of Jesus Christ. 
Confessors bore upon their lips the truth of God. What could they 
else? Had not their lips been consecrated by the passing of Jesus in 
the Eucharist? Virgins — ah! the flesh was weak, and passion had its © 
springtides, and there was the flush and the glow of youth — and yet, 
withal, they kept their garment white, their bodies stainless, and their 
hearts unsullied, because they had fed upon the Sacred Flesh that makes 
youth pure and age holy. Yes; the Church that has the Eucharist must 
be Holy. 

One! — In every land you know the Church by her magnificent 
unity, which is the most comprehensive of her gifts. And this unity — 
how can it be more admirably expressed than in the Blessed Eucharist? 
The priest who consecrates is in union with his bishop, that bishop with 
his fellow-bishops, all these with the Vicar of Christ; all speaking with 
one voice; all teaching the same doctrine; all administering the same 
sacraments; and all finding in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist 
the one Body of Christ; the thousand altars of the world an emblem. 
pure and perfect, of that Catholicity which multiplies altars beyond 
counting, and that unity that makes them one, which, in their combina- 
tion, can be found only in the Church of God, that Church which is 
One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic. 

Yes, indeed, we should truly rejoice on this beautiful feast of 
Corpus Christi that we have been so privileged as to be incorporated 
into Christ’s Mystical Body, the Holy Catholic Church. May the sublime 
Mystery of Love, the Adorable Sacrament of the Altar, be forever 
praised and glorified! O Salutaris Hostia! 





A Continuous Miracle 
ei ge 
138 te URING his brief sojourn in Tucson, Arizona recently, 
i Rev. Father Mateo ‘said to a group of Catholics: “You 





have a continuous miracle in Tucson. What other bish- 
ops, priests and cities have longed for and have striven 
to obtain, you in Tucson possess — participation of the 
Catholic laity in the Perpetual Adoration of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament.” With the erection of a larger Sanctuary of Perpetual 
Adoration, new interest has been aroused in the nocturnal adoration. 
Catholic men not affiliated with the Knights of Columbus have now 
joined with the Knights of Columbus in the Eucharistic Guard. 

The newly completed Sanctuary was the scene of an inspiring cere- 
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mony on Monday evening, April 21st, when, before an‘attendance which 
filled the chapel, forty-eight men, “Knights of the Blessed Sacrament,” 
members of the “Eucharistic Guard,” received the official emblem of 
their Eucharistic devotedness, and forty-three women, “Sentinels of the 
Blessed Sacrament,” likewise received this mark of recognition of their 
faithful devotion to our Blessed Lord in the Sacrament of His love. 
Fittingly, this ceremony took place on the first anniversary of the laying 
of the cornerstone for the new Shrine and Convent of Perpetual 
Adoration. 

At 7:30 in the evening, a body-guard of four fourth-degree Knights 
of Columbus, in full regalia, escorted His Excellency, Bishop Gercke, 
and the attending clergy to the Altar of Exposition, for the solemn 
Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament. It was an inspiring sight 
to behold this zealous Bishop, himself an ardent lover of the Blessed 
Sacrament, raise the monstrance in benediction above the kneeling 
assembly. Immediately following the Benediction service, the Catholic 
men, who since the last similar ceremony two years ago, have faithfully 
kept their monthly hour of nocturnal adoration in the Chapel of Per- 
petual Adoration, went forward to receive from the hands of the Bishop 
the official emblem of the nocturnal adorers. Touching it was to watch 
the zealous shepherd of souls pin the emblem of Eucharistic devotedness 
on the breasts of these men, true “Guards of the Holy Eucharist,” true 
“Knights of the Blessed Sacrament,” champions of the Faith, the fruits 
of whose nocturnal prayer extend far beyond the confines of the city 
of Tucson. 

After His Excellency had bestowed the emblems on all the members 
of the Eucharistic Guard, the “Sentinels of the Blessed Sacrament” 
approached the altar rail to receive their Eucharistic insignia. These 
truly Catholic women, many of them mothers of families, others teachers 
or employees of business firms, have been faithful to their pledge of 
one hour’s adoration in the Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration each 
week, over a period of two years. Who can estimate the good which 
results from the influence of such women, whether it be in the home 
or amid the busy marts of the world! Surely this is one of the means 
of “bringing God back to the home,” which is the crying need of our day. 

Those who were privileged to witness this touching ceremony will 
not soon forget the inspiration it afforded. Following the bestowal 
of the Eucharistic emblems, His Excellency, Bishop Gercke, delivered 
a forceful discourse, excerpts of which follow: — 


stone of this beautiful temple. Many of you here present tonight 


J UST one year ago today I enjoyed the pleasure of laying the corner- 
were there on that auspicious occasion, looking forward to the days 






Solemn 
Wovena 





of Holy Masses and Prayers 


will be offered 


in our three 
Eucharistic Sanctuaries 


in preparation for the 


Feast of the Sacred Heart 


June 12 — 20 









Night and day, the voice of prayer ascending, 
Bears to God's ever-listening ear 
The burden of the heart's desire, the soul's yearning; 


And night and day, His mercy, swift descending, 
Brings light and grace and peace — a joy in fear, 
The boon we craved, health and hope returning. 





Hovena Services 


ope pepe 


AILY during the Novena (June 12 to June 20) 
High Mass will be sung in our three Eucharistic 
Sanctuaries at Clyde, Missouri, Mundelein, IIlinois, 
and Tucson, Arizona. In each Sanctuary Bene- 
diction of the Most Blessed Sacrament will be 
given twice each day, the Divine Office will be sung, 
and the Litany of the Sacred Heart will be recited 
every hour of the day and night by the official 
adorers kneeling before the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment exposed, in addition to its public recitation 





by the entire community once each day. 


In all these services, the adorers will plead for the intentions of those 





who are uniting with them in prayer during the Solemn Novena. 


prep epee pene 
CN ee ee ee 
ne nies Seen 


Wour Petitions 


A CORDIAL invitation is extended 

to all to unite with us in mak- 
ing this solemn novena. You may 
send your petitions to us, if you 
wish, to be placed on the altar, 
very close to the Most Blessed Sac- 
rament exposed, during the days of 
the novena. A space is provided 
on the back of this leaflet for this 
purpose, 

Surely you have many needs, 
spiritual and temporal, to recom- 
mend to the Divine Heart of Jesus! 
Our Savior has said that we must 
ASK in order that we may RECEIVE, 
for His all-merciful love is glori- 
fied by our recourse to Him in all 
our necessities. 

And let us not forget the needs 
of the Church and of our country, 
and above all, to ask that PEACE 
may soon be restored to the world. 


en ee 
a ee 
ON a Sn ee en 


pepe poe 


Wovena Prayer 


LORD Jesus Christ, to Thy most 

Sacred Heart I confide this in- 
tention (here mention your request). 
Only look upon me, then do what 
Thy Heart inspires. Let Thy Sacred 
Heart decide... I count on It... I 
trust in It... I throw myself on Its 
mercy. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, I trust in 
Thee. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, I believe 
in Thy love for me. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, Thy king- 
dom come. 


O Sacred Heart of Jesus, I have 
asked Thee for many favors, but | 
earnestly implore this one. Take it, 
place it in Thy open, broken Heart, 
and when the Eternal Father looks 
upon it covered with Thy Precious 
Blood, He will not refuse it. It will 
be no longer my prayer, but Thine. 
O Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all 
my trust in Thee, for though I fear 
all things from my weakness, I hope 
all things from Thy mercy. Amen. 


So 
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+ Hsk—and Dou Shall Receive! iH 
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— 


HE story is told of a widowed mother whose only son had been 

sentenced to a prolonged period of imprisonment for embezzle- 

ment of Lank funds. Deeply grieved, and urged by a mother's 

love, she went to the judge and cast herself upon her knees, 

imploring for her son a mitigation of the sentence, saying: *'! 
do not urge the justice of the case. | fear my son is guilty. But | 
ask your mercy. I! appeal to your heart, to your pity for an unfor- 
tunate mother, for a weak child.” 


In a similar way we may approach the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
We appeal to His Heart, to His unfailing love. His Heart is, as it were, 
a Court of Appeals, where we may hope for a favorable decision of 
our own case. Heretofore, perhaps we have supplicated the inter- 
cession of the saints, and have not received the favor we desired. Now 
we shall go to the Heart of Jesus, that all-merciful, all-loving, all-know- 
ing Heart, with firm confidence that our hope and trust in Him will 
not go unanswered, for we have His own infallible assurance that He 
will grant every grace that we seek in His Heart. We shall ask with 
perfect trust that what we ask will be granted in the full measure of 
our request, if what we ask be for our spiritual good, or it may be in 
fuller measure, in a measure that exceeds our desires. 


With what boundless confidence can we not go to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus! That Heart is a Divinely tender, human Heart that 
has penetrated into every recess of our human lives and knows each 
one of our sufferings, desires, hopes and cares. It has known every 
aspect of human sorrow and suffering. Whether then, we seek relief 
in our bodily pains and ills, whether doubts and trials weigh upon our 
minds and hearts, whether we seek spiritual graces for ourselves or 
others, or whether it be relief in temporal needs we ask, can we doubt 
that Jesus understands, or fear that we shall appeal in vain to His Heart, 
which burns with love for us? He yearns to grant our every desire, 
with a yearning far more intense and vehement than is the desire within 
ourselves. Yes, it is our confidence only that He wishes, that He may 
fulfil the sublime promise — “Ask and you shall receive!” 











Name of Sender: ............. TER ge Se TTT EPONA fo rE 
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Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











cmeainin Ueaenne 








Tabernacle and Purgatory 49 


that were to come. We could see through the vista the realization of 
this beautiful building, and yet in our imagination we could never have 
realized the reality, the beauty of it all. So it is with our life in this 
world. We look down through the vista of the ages, of the years which 
are ahead of us, and with that strong faith which is ours, we look for- 
ward to the day when we may sing our ‘‘Nunc Dimittis’’ like Simeon in 
the temple, when we shall be in the fond embrace of God for all eternity. 
And yet even through prayer and meditation we can never realize what 
it all means; we must trust to faith, because St. Paul tells us that it 
has never entered into the mind of man to conceive what things God has 
laid up for those who love Him. 

The prophet Elijah, in the days of old, before Christ, was on his 
way to Mt. Horeb. After he had gone forty miles on his journey, he 
lay down under a juniper tree and fell asleep. But before he did so, 
he said: ‘“‘O God, that I may die!’’ He was worn with fatigue. Suddenly 
an angel came to him and set before him a jug of water and a cake that 
had been baked at the hearthstone, and said to him: ‘‘Arise; eat and 
drink.’’ But Elijah said: ‘‘Never, I am going to die.” The angel an- 
swered: ‘You shall not die if you drink of the water in this jug and 
eat of the cake.’’ The angel had a good deal of persuading to do before 
he could make Elijah partake of the refreshments laid before him. 
Finally the prophet ate of the cake and drank of the contents of the jug. 
Then, renewed in spirit and full of strength in the Lord, he journeyed 
for forty days and reached Mt. Horeb, where he fell on his knees prais- 
ing and thanking God for His benefits. 


Now, my dear Knights and Sentinels, there is a lesson in this for 
us. We should all be in our lives another Elijah, partaking of the Divine 
Food which He gives us. One time our Divine Lord was on a journey; 
while His Apostles went to a neighboring village to secure some food, 
He sat at the well-side. A poor woman came with her jug to draw water 
and she fell into conversation with our Divine Lord. They were speak- 
ing about the water in the well, and He said to her: If thou didst know 
the Gift of God. If thou didst know who it is that says to thee: “Drink 
of this water and thou shalt thirst again, but if thou drink of the water 
that I shall give, thou shalt not thirst again for eternity.’’ Our Divine 
Lord on that occasion had in mind what we have adored before the altar 
this evening — His real, true Presence in the Blessed Sacrament. The 
same God who sent the angel to Elijah with the jug of water and the 
hearth-cake, has He not given us the Real Presence of Christ in the 
Blessed Sacrament of the altar, under the form of bread and wine? 
May each one of us, as the days go on, strive to realize this Gift of God, 
and to make it part and parcel of our lives. If we do, we shall derive 
the same grace, the same strength and consolation that flooded the soul 
of Elijah and that enraptured the poor woman at the well, for she went 
back to her neighbors telling them of Christ and His doctrine, so that 
many of them became devout followers of Christ, as He wants us to 
be in the Blessed Sacrament of the altar. 

When we come to visit our Divine Lord in the Blessed Sacrament 
of His love, when we come to know Him in Holy Communion, let us not 
be over anxious about our prayer to Him. Not that I am against the 








50 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


use of prayer-books, but it is better to kneel down quietly in His pres- 
ence, to talk to Him in prayer and meditation, telling Him of our needs 
and wants, telling Him that we love Him, inquiring about His interests, 
and so on. It is recorded of St. Alphonsus Liguori that when he was 
alone in the chapel at night, he would knock at the door of the taber- 
nacle with the simplicity of a child, telling our Divine Lord that He 
must do such and such things for him. So strong his faith, so ardent 
his love. 

It is good for us to read often the lives of the saints and to study 
their examples. It certainly is a good thing to study the lives of the 
heroes and heroines of history, such as George Washington, Abraham 
Lincoln, and the many others, and to imitate their patriotic devotion to 
our country. So likewise Holy Church advises us to study the lives of 
her heroes and heroines and to imitate them in their love for God, and 
above all things else in their love and devotion to the Blessed Sacrament 
of the altar. It is recorded of St. Catherine of Siena that even though 
she was but a frail young girl, she was so filled with the love for God 
that she had the spirit of a Joan of Arc. On one occasion, our Divine 
Lord appeared to her with two crowns, one of gold and one of thorns. 
He said: ‘‘Catherine, choose which crown you will wear.’’ She promptly 
took the crown of thorns and pressed it on her brow, saying: “I will 
choose to wear the crown of thorns. How could I wear a crown of gold 
when my Savior wore a crown of thorns?” 

It is a very happy occasion for me to be here this evening, and to 
feel that the prayers and the good works of the Sisters who have made 
this foundation are beginning to bear fruit; and I am sure there is not 
a man Or woman here present tonight, who as Knights or Sentinels 
would exchange places with those who are not. Do not be content 
with merely sanctifying your own life; you have a purpose for eternity 
and must be real Knights, real Sentinels; and as we heard at the 
recent Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, we must go out to the 
highways and byways, and, like the angel who helped Elijah, we must 
coax and compel our companions to ‘come in.’ 


Our Divine Lord has taught us: “Seek and you shall find; ask 
and you shall receive; knock and it shall be opened unto you.” There- 
fore, men and women, Knights and Sentinels, come with real affection 
to our Divine Lord in the Sacrament of His love; and be not content 
with coming only at the appointed time, but whenever you are in the 
neighborhood of an open church, never fail to drop in and make a little 
visit. That visit will bear fruit and you will carry away graces which 
our Divine Lord offers to you. He once revealed to one of His friends 
that His hands are filled with graces and He waits for someone to take 
them from Him. Our Lord knows what we need, but He wants us to 
ask. Therefore, let us be men and women strong in the Faith, with 
love toward our Divine Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, with the true 
Catholic spirit, which will carry us through the days and years until 
we come to our last end, and then our Divine Lord will be in every 
sense of the word our Viaticum, our Friend and our Lord throughout 
eternity. That is what we must work for. 


The world for the most part has gone back to paganism today, and 
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it is because, like the prodigal son, men and women have gone forth 
from their Father’s house and have wasted their substance. Our holy 
Church holds the only remedy, as she did back in the days of faith, 
when men and women went daily to Holy Communion, when the homes 
were truly Catholic, showing that Catholic spirit not only in the church, 
but in their everyday lives, placing the symbols of it everywhere, even 
in the fields, as is so evident in many Catholic countries of Europe 
today... 

Again allow me to congratulate those present here this evening. 
I cannot tell you how happy I feel to be here for the honor of the 
Blessed Sacrament of the altar. But remember, men and women, there 
are temptations in the world, and you must be strong in the Faith, 
strong in the first fervor of your love for the Blessed Sacrament; then 
you will help to “remake the face of the earth,” and you will obtain 
wonderful graces not only for yourselves but also for the members of 
your families. 





From Heresy to Heroism 





HE son of a Protestant Baron once visited Rome on a 
pleasure trip. It was the feast of Corpus Christi, which, 
at that time, was celebrated with extraordinary pomp 
and solemnity in the center of Christianity. Thousands 
of people filled the streets and surged in the places 
where the procession passed, bending their knees in 
adoration when their hidden God, carried by His visible 
representative, drew near. Among the devout Chris- 
tians who thus paid homage to the Eucharistic Savior, only young Baron 
S. stood erect, laughing derisively at the ‘‘popish idolatry.” 

But behold! the mocking expression suddenly vanishes from his 
countenance and a deathlike pallor steals over his face. Devoutly he 
sinks upon his knees, and a flood of tears flows from his eyes. What has 
happened? What has brought about this sudden change? Baron S. 
himself tells us: ‘‘When I riveted my eyes on the Monstrance it suddenly 
seemed as if Our Lord looked at me so sadly and reproachfully that my 
interior was instantly changed, and, like the rest, I knelt down in the 
dust and adored!” 

The young Baron, having abjured his errors, became a fervent 
Catholic. After some years he joined a religious Order and was or- 
dained a priest. As a zealous missionary he won many souls for God. 
His love and devotion to the Blessed Sacrament was truly wonderful. 
His face depicted deep pain and grief whenever he heard that the 
Heart of Jesus had been offended and sacrilegiously outraged in His 
Mystery of love; many times he prayed that he might give his life in 
atonement for such insults. 
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Having been recalled to Rome by his superiors, he was sent to 
help an old priest in the Sabine Hills during the Easter-season. With 
great joy and fervor he seized this opportunity to work for the salva- 
tion of souls, barely allowing himself the most necessary rest. At 
that time roaming bands of robbers made the hills a very unsafe place. 
During his stay it happened that the parish priest was summoned on a 
sick-call at midnight. Father S. at once offered to go, but the parish 
priest would not let him, as he had worked very strenuously all day and 
even late into the night. But after the pastor had left, Father S. re- 
mained up, sensing a strange foreboding of impending evil. He went 
to the window and looked out over the small town. The church and 
rectory were at some distance from the village. All was quiet. Look- 
ing towards the church, he saw the faint glimmer of the perpetual light. 
Then he suddenly thought he saw shadows moving in the church. Ap- 
prehending trouble, he hastened to the church and found the door 
ajar. One glance at the altar made his blood freeze in his veins; there, 
before the opened tabernacle, stood two robbers ready to seize the 
ciborium and profane the Blessed Sacrament. For a moment an over- 
powering anger surged up within the heart of Father S.; with his 
adroitness and strength of body it would have been easy for him to 
strike down the robbers. He was about to raise his hand, but re- 
strained himself, reflecting, ‘‘The hand which has held the Sacred Host 
should not commit an act of violence.’’ 
His Heart’s Desire is Granted 

Quickly and silently he approached the altar before the robbers 
had noticed his presence, and, just as one of them put out his hand to 
take the ciborium, he snatched it from the tabernacle. For a moment 
the robbers recoiled with fear and astonishment, but when they saw 
that there was only one opponent, they determined not to forego their 
precious booty. They therefore fell upon the priest, striking and mis- 
treating him. He stood firm as a stone pillar, and leaning against 
the altar with the ciborium pressed to his breast, defied the onslaught. 
A shot resounded and the missionary fell to the floor, but even now 
he held the Precious Treasure tightly in his hands. ‘“‘Lord help! My 
strength is leaving me!” he moaned. 

Providentially the pastor and the sexton, who had accompanied 
him on the sick-call, returned home just at that moment, and hearing 
the shot, hastened to the church. The robbers fled under cover of 
darkness. At the foot of the altar, near death, lay Father S. Tears 
welled from the eyes of the old priest as he took the ciborium, overrun 
with blood, from the already cold hands of the missionary. A smile 
lighted the dying priest’s face as he whispered: “The greatest wish 
of my heart is about to be fulfilled, that I might give my life for the 
hidden God in the Blessed Sacrament!” And with this prayer of 
thanksgiving his soul went forth to adore in an unending eternity the 
glorious Christ who had once deigned to show Himself to him in the 
Most Blessed Sacrament. 

























Know and Explain Dour Catholic Faith 
—&:— 
The Apostles’ Creed 


ARTICLE VIII — I Believe in the Holy Ghost 


Part I— Tbe Wature of the Holy Ghost 


Concluded 
—&:<4= 
Titles Applied to Him 


HE name by which the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity is most 
Z commonly called, as we have seen, is the Holy Ghost, or the Holy 
Spirit. But why, we may ask, are the titles “Holy” and ‘‘Spirit”’ 
applied in particular to the Third Person, since they may with full 
truth be applied also to the other two Persons? We call Him “Spirit,”’ 
not inferring that the Father and the Son are not likewise spirits, but 
because His procession from the Father and the Son can most fittingly 
be compared to breathing, or spiration. The term ‘‘Holy” is applied 
to Him particularly with reference to His relation to us, because the 
work of sanctification or of making holy, is attributed to Him in 
particular. 

Besides this name, the Holy Spirit is referred to in Holy Scripture 
by many other titles which are derived from His nature and His 
mission. Principal among these are: (1) The Giver of Life (Ezech. 
xxxvii. 6). (2) The Promise of the Father (Luke xxiv. 49). (3) The 
Spirit of the Father (Matt. x. 20). (4) The Spirit of God (1 Cor. 
xii. 3). (5) The Spirit of Jesus (Acts xvi. 7). (6) The Spirit of 
Christ (1 Pet. i. 11). (7) The Paraclete (John xv. 26). (8) The 
Spirit of Truth (John xv. 26). (9) The Sanctifier (2 Thess. ii. 12). 
(10) Charity; that is, Love (1 John iv. 16). (11) The Finger of God 
(Luke xi. 20). 

Nearly all of these titles may be understood in their literal sense, 
and from what has been said concerning the Holy Ghost in the previous 
article. A few words on the more obscure or figurative titles will 
show why and how these also apply to the Holy Spirit. 

Paraclete is a Greek word, usually translated as ‘‘Comforter.” Our 
Lord Himself gave this name to the Holy Spirit in His last discourse 
to His disciples, when He promised to send the Holy Ghost to guide 
and enlighten them, and to comfort them in their tribulations. The 
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word, however, has also a wider meaning, namely, an advocate, one who 
cheers, who encourages, who persuades, who stirs up and urges for- 
ward. In a spiritual sense, a paraclete is one who urges the soul on 
to good. Christ also is a Paraclete, for when He spoke of sending the 
Holy Spirit He said: “I will send you another Paraclete,” implying 
that He Himself was one also. But Christ was a Paraclete in a different 
manner. He urged men on by words, by His marvelous teaching and 
preaching, by His splendid miracles, and best of all by His deeds, by 
His own example. He led the way, like the general of an army, bore 
the brunt of the battle, and bought the victory by His Blood. The 
Holy Ghost urges us on, not from without but from within, by His 
presence, His power, His light and inspiration; not by drawing, but 
by impelling; not by showing us what to do, but by Himself doing it 
within us. 

The Holy Ghost is styled the Finger of God, because it is only 
through Him that the Father and the Son enter into communication 
with, or touch upon, creatures. He is, so to say, the “Finger of God’s 
Right Hand,’’ wherewith He writes the precepts of His Divine Law 
and His holy inspirations in clear, legible characters upon our hearts. 
He is the mighty “‘Finger’’ whereby God points out to us the road to 
heaven and guides and controls us in our journey through this valley 
of tears. He is the “Finger’’ whereby God touches us with His graces 
and sets His finger-mark, the seal of perfection, upon our souls. 

In her Pentecostal hymns the Church calls the Holy Ghost the 
Gift of God, for He is the great Gift of Love which the Father and the 
Son eternally bestow upon one another, and the highest Gift which the 
Father and the Son bestow upon us. Similarly, she calls Him the 
Father of the Poor, because He enriches our spiritual poverty with the 
plenitude of Divine riches. He is the dispenser of all God’s benefits 
to His creatures, without which we would be poor and needy indeed. 
It is He who brings within our reach all the means of salvation, and 
who enables us so to employ them as to actually save our souls. 

Finally, the Church alludes to the Holy Spirit as the Fount of 
Living Water, because water is typical of holy purity, refreshment, life 
and fruitfulness. Through the merits of Christ He cleanses souls from 
sin, refreshes them by His graces, imparts to them supernatural life and 
brings forth fruits of holiness. As without water all things wither and 
die, so without the Holy Ghost our souls would be spiritually dead. 


Occasions and Symbolic Forms of His Appearance 
in the World 


Although the Holy Ghost is a pure spirit, that is, a being having 
no body or substance palpable to the senses, He has appeared in the 
world in various visible forms, indicative of the effects He produces in 
souls. The first appearance which we read of in Holy Scripture is at 
the baptism of Christ, on the banks of the Jordan, when He hovered 
in the form of a dove over the figure of the Savior who had just emerged 
from the water. (Matt. iii. 16.) Again, He appeared on Thabor’s 
heights, at Christ’s transfiguration, enfolding Jesus, Moses and Elias in 
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the form of a bright cloud or shining mist. (Matt. xvii. 5.) Lastly, 
and most vividly, He appeared on the morning of the first Pentecost, 
when a mighty wind shook the house in which Mary and the Apostles 
and disciples were gathered, and mysterious parted tongues of fire 
played around their heads. (Acts ii. 3, 4.) These corporal forms or 
outward appearances were not, however, the Person of the Holy Ghost, 
but only figures, to signify that He was there present to produce effects 
corresponding to the form of the apparition. 


Symbolism of the Dove 


The dove is an emblem of purity and innocence, of gentleness, of 
love, peace and reconciliation. The appearance of the Holy Ghost under 
the form of a dove at the baptism of Christ typified the peace and recon- 
ciliation of man with God at baptism, through Jesus Christ, by the power 
of the Holy Ghost. In this sacrament, He restores to us the purity 
and innocence of which sin had deprived us, by communicating to the 
water the miraculous power of purifying and sanctifying our souls and 
transforming them into temples of the Most High God. 

The dove sent forth by Noe carried in her beak a branch of olive, 
a symbol of peace. So the Holy Ghost, in coming down upon Jesus in 
the form of a dove, designated Him as the Prince of Peace. The dove 
also typifies the quiet, peaceful action of the Holy Spirit in our souls, 
His brooding over us, His gentle sweetness. 


Symbolism of the Cloud 


The cloud, according to Holy Writ, is an emblem of Divine grace. 
This comparison is appropriate, since a cloud contains water, and also 
dew, by which grace is often represented. Like water, grace, in a 
spiritual sense, purifies, quenches thirst, imparts fresh vigor and pro- 
duces flowers and fruits. As the chosen people were accompanied 
through the desert by a cloud, which served as a protection from the 
heat during the day and a guiding light at night, so the appearance 
of the Holy Ghost in the form of a cloud signifies the protection which 
the Holy Ghost bestows upon souls from the burning heat of concupis- 
cense, and the light of His inspirations by which He guides us through 
this valley of shadows to the eternal light. 


Symbolism of the Tongues of Fire 
J 


The Holy Ghost came down upon the Apostles in the shape of 
tongues, to signify that He came to make them fit preachers of the Word 
of God, and to endow them with the gift of tongues accompanied with 
the heavenly wisdom and understanding of the mysteries of God and all 
the Gospel truths, so that they might be enabled to teach and publish 
throughout the whole world the faith and the law of Christ. As we read 
in Holy Writ, when the Apostles went forth to preach on the first 
Pentecost, though they spoke but one language, the people of every 
nation who listened to them understood them in their own language. 

Various saints have also received this gift, to extend the influence 
of their preaching. The martyrs, too, were endowed with the gift of 
eloquence. When questioned by their persecutors they spoke with a 
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marvelous wisdom and fearlessness which no worldly power could with- 
stand, for it was the Holy Ghost who spoke in them and through them. 
As Our Lord had promised His disciples, ‘‘When they shall bring you 
into the synagogues, and to magistrates and powers, be not solicitous 
how or what you shall answer, or what you shall say; for the Holy 
Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what you must say” (Luke 
xii. 11, 12). 

The tongues of fire resting on each of the Apostles and disciples 
denoted the personal influence of the Holy Ghost on individual souls 
in the Church, and also the multitude of gifts He bestows and the 
diversity of His graces. 

The fire indicated that the New Law, the Law of Christ, was to 
be a law of fire and flame — that is, of charity and zeal. Fire purifies 
metals from dross, seizes upon everything with irresistible force, con- 
sumes what comes in its way, gives light, heat and warmth, and trans- 
forms into itself the object with which it comes in contact. Similarly, 
the Divine Spirit sets on fire the souls in which He abides; He inflames 
them with Divine love, purifies them from the rust of sin, consumes the 
dross of their earthly affections, guides them in the path of. righteous- 
ness; and as fire is always in motion and ever tends upward,.so the 
Holy Spirit urges souls upward to God and keeps them in a continual 
motion of earnest desires and endeavors to advance in virtue. Fire 
is of all elements the most communicative, changing everything into 
itself. The Holy Ghost, manifesting and imparting Himself through 
Divine charity, produces the same effect in the Christian soul. 

Fire, because of its nature and its action, is also regarded as a 
symbol of love, and in this it is a most fitting symbol of the Holy Ghost, 
who is Love itself. He resembles fire in its masterfulness, for He will 
reign alone in the soul. The action of the Holy Ghost on souls is like 
that of fire: He melts hard hearts, softens rebellious natures, warms 
cold hearts, sets on fire with zeal and fervor those that have grown 
cold, and purges away the dross from true and faithful hearts, that 
they may be as pure gold. 

The mighty wind accompanying the tongues of fire on Pentecost 
symbolizes also the vehemence of the action of the Holy Ghost and His 
almighty power. The wind filling the whole house represents the Holy 
Ghost taking up His abode in the entire Church of God. 

All of these symbols together give us a true and beautiful picture 
of the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity; for the fundamental fea- 
tures of life, love, light, purity, power, gentleness and mildness are in 


a special manner descriptive of the nature of the Holy Spirit. 
To be continued 
—_~<~<~~,—_ 


RULY privileged is the vocation of those who are called to the 
Perpetual Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament. Though 
their work is hidden, their influence is world-wide. A copy of 
“The Eucharistic Adorer’” will be sent without charge to young 
ladies interested in this life. Inquiries should be addressed 

to: Rev. Mother M. Dolorosa, Prioress General 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











Little Lrovers’ freague 


UNE is the month of the Sacred Heart, so each one of us 
will want to give Jesus some special proofs of our love 
during this time. What better way is there to show our 
love for Him than by receiving Him in Holy Communion, 
where we can have a “heart to heart” talk with Him? 
And we can prove our love too by visiting Him often in 

the Blessed Sacrament. Now that happy vacation days are here once 

more, we wish each dear Little Lover a pleasant summer. It would 
make us very happy to hear of the things you are doing during vacation. 

The little stories we are telling you this month will give you something 

to think about during the summer months. 

A few years ago there lived in a city in Canada a small boy 
named Jacques Bernard. (Jacques is the French form of James.) 
Jacques was a very fervent lad and prayed much. He tried to be very 
obedient and to keep away all bad thoughts. If he heard anyone use 
bad words he felt very sorry, for he knew it hurt our dear Lord, and 
he would try to do some little penance to atone for it. Little Jacques 
had a special love for Holy Mass. He would assist at Holy Mass 
whenever possible. One Christmas his father gave him a little altar. 
He also received a little chalice and a beautiful set of vestments, just 
like the ones the priest wears to celebrate Holy Mass. Jacques’ father 
made up some prayers for him very much like the ones in the Missal. 
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How happy little Jacques was! He learned the prayers very carefully 
and it was his delight every evening to say his “little Mass.” The 
rest of the family always took part, and when Jacques’ younger 
brother became old enough, he served as altar-boy. This Mass was 
not just play for Jacques. To him it was prayer, a real Mass, and he 
felt that he was a real priest. Sometimes priests, and once even a 
bishop, attended Jacques’ “little Mass.” They were all much edified. 

The greatest desire of Jacques’ heart was to become a priest when 
he grew up. He prayed for this grace each day. He knew that it 
was by love for the Blessed Sacrament, by going often to Holy Mass 
and receiving Our Lord in Holy Communion, that he could best pre- 
pare himself for so holy a vocation. But Our Lord had other plans for 
Jacques, and He took him to heaven when he was still only a little boy. 

In one of our large cities, one time when Forty Hours’ Devotion 
was being held in the church, a little girl named Rita felt a holy envy 
as she looked at the altar-boys so near the Blessed Sacrament exposed 
in the monstrance. She wanted very much to be near Jesus, too, so she 
made up her mind that when she grew older she would become a 
Sister. While she was waiting for this time to come, she often visited 
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, received Him in Holy Communion, 
and heard Holy Mass, offering it up for the intention that she might 
one day be a Sister. Her wish was realized, and because she wanted 
especially to be near the Blessed Sacrament, she entered a convent of 
Perpetual Adoration. 

It is never too early to begin preparing for our future life. Not 
all of us can be priests or sisters. Many will be fathers and mothers. 
But we need holy fathers and mothers too, like the father and mother 
of the Little Flower, or we will not have fervent priests and nuns. If 
we should think it too soon to prepare ourselves for our future voca- 
tion, we would be like the little boy “ho was sent to town by his mother. 
He lived in the country and took a short way through the fields. On 
the way he came to a little brook. There was no bridge, but the water 
was not deep, and he could have easily crossed by stepping on the 
stones that stuck up out of the water. But instead he sat down and 
waited for the water to run by. It took so long that he lay down and 
slept. When he woke the water had not yet all gone by, and so he 
waited until it was time to go home. When his mother asked him why 
he had not gone to town, he replied that he was waiting for the water 
to run by. So let us not waste our time like this foolish boy, but let 
us pray each day that Our Lord will help us to be pure and fervent, 
and to make known to us His holy will, so that when we grow older we 
shall be ready for the vocation He wants us to follow. 
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Our Little Lovers will be interested to know that Jack Gentiluomo, 
one of the members of our League from St. Joseph’s School for the 
Blind, Jersey City, N. J., has entered the Missionary Servants of the 
Most Holy Trinity as a Missionary Brother. Jack will be grateful if 
the Little Lovers will remember him in their prayers so that he may 
become a good and fervent Brother. 

Practice: Try to remember often during the day that Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament is thinking of you, and make an act of love. 


Aspiration: “Sweet Heart of Jesus, be my love!’’, — (Indulgence 
of 300 days each time.) 


Your Contest 


E FEEL sure the Blessed Mother is very pleased with the devotion 

\\ of the Little Lovers to her, for it is easy to see from the letters 
they have written about her that each one has a special love 

for the lovely Queen of May. James Dion from Our Lady of Angel’s 
Academy of Little Falls, Minnesota is the winner of the prize for the 
best letter on a May altar in the group under twelve years. This is 


his letter: — 

I think the following would be John’s answer to Joan’s question: 
“A May altar is an altar which we construct and decorate in honor of 
the Blessed Virgin, the Mother of God and our Mother. It is not like 
the big altar in the church, but we may make it to resemble it. 

‘“‘We make a May altar by getting a big box and covering it artis- 
tically with white and blue crepe paper and gold stars. We use white 
and blue crepe paper because they are Our Lady’s colors. We place a 
a statue of Our Lady on the altar and surround her with flowers. Then 
we kneel down and consecrate ourselves to her. Each day we say our 
prayers before her altar. Mary is the dearest, kindest and most loving 
of all mothers. If we pray to her she will watch over us and help us 
to grow up pure and holy, and will lead us to Jesus when we die. I 
say this poem every day to our Blessed Mother: — 


Mary, the dearest name of all, Mary, our comfort and our hope! 
The holiest and the best; Oh, may that word be given 
The first low word that Jesus lisped, To be the last we sigh on earth, 

Laid on His Mother’s breast. The first we breathe in heaven. 


Honorable mention in this group goes to: — 


Thomas Fitzpatrick, St. Colman School, Turtle Creek, Pa. 

Charles Hlavinka, Holy Cross School, East Bernard, Texas 

Mary Ann Graham, Hamilton, Missouri 

Rita Chase, St. Mary’s School, Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Louis O’Hare, Our Lady of Angel’s Academy, Little Falls, Minn. 
Marie Morris, Sacred Heart School, El Reno, Oklahoma . 


The writer of the prize letter in the group over twelve years is 
Ann Richard from Portland, Oregon. This is what Ann wrote: — 
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“You see,’”’ continued John, “May is the Blessed Virgin’s montn, 
and so we honor her by having a little May altar, and keeping fresh 
flowers on it. As you see, mine is a very simple one. It has only 
a white linen cloth over the table and three steps upon it, with Our 
Lady’s statue on the second step. On each side I have three little 
candles which I light when I say my prayers. But that isn’t all. In 
church we have processions and a little girl crowns the big statue of 
Mary in church. We have May altars in school too.” 

“Oh!” exclaimed Joan wistfully, “I wish I went to your school 
so I could at least share in a May altar.” 

“Well,” said John, “you can come with me when we have our 
procession to crown the May Queen; and here,’’— he hunted around 
in a dresser drawer a moment — “here is a tiny statue you may have.” 

“O John, thanks!’’ answered Joan happily. ‘‘Come, let’s go over 
to my house and make my May altar.”’ 

And with that the two laughingly raced across the lawn to make 
an altar in Joan’s home for the honor and glory of the Mother of God. 


Honorable mention in this group goes to: — 
Florence Uhlenhake, St. Henry, Ohio 
Jack Gorman, Sacred Heart School, El Reno, Oklahoma 
Mary Glatzel, St. Joseph, Minnesota 
Raymond Garofolo, St. Colman School, Turtle Creek, Pa. 
Dolores Determan, Sacred Heart School, El Reno, Oklahoma 












Days a 


ITH true nobility of heart, Menelik, the Emperor of 
Abyssinia, at the close of the last century, treated 
with royal kindness soldiers who had been taken 
prisoners in a successful skirmish against Italy. 
Every Sunday he invited several of the soldiers 
to be his guests at his own royal table. But his 
exceedingly noble and sympathetic disposition was 
manifested particularly on one occasion, and betrayed the source of its 
‘inspiration. One day a simple letter, written by the hand of a poor 
Italian mother, was handed to him. “August Emperor,” it read, “my 
son is among your prisoners. This morning at church I prayed most 




















Tabernacle and Purgatory 61 


fervently to the Madonna to move the heart of the great Emperor to give 
me back my son, and it seemed to me as if she nodded her head in assent. 
I pray you, therefore, mighty Emperor, for the sake of Mary, the Queen 
of heaven and earth, to restore my boy to me.” 

Menelik, deeply moved, immediately sent for the-soldier in question. 
He inquired about his health, his home and.his mother; and then, 
pressing a sum of money into the hand of the astonished soldier, said: 
“Your mother has written to me. It is my wish that you start on your 
homeward journey this very day. And since your way leads through 
the desert, which is not without great perils, I shall send a detachment 
of my soldiers to accompany you to the port and see you safely on board 
ship. When you reach home, tell your mother that it was not Menelik 
who set you free, but Mary, the Queen of heaven. She is your mother 
and mine... and when our Mother says ‘Yes,’ I dare not say ‘No.’ ” 

Are there not many among us who, like this Italian mother, have 
a dear child, or perhaps a father, a mother, a brother or sister, or 
some other dear relative or friend, in the captivity ‘of a mighty 
Sovereign? Yes, we may believe that those who have journeyed from 
the land of the living to eternity have been “taken prisoner” by the 
Justice of the omnipotent Divine King, and are detained for a longer 
or shorter time in the prison of purgatory. They suffer, as they have 
deserved, and do not complain of their bitter lot; for they know that 
it is through their own fault the King of kings was forced to sentence 
them to this fiery prison. 

But must these poor prisoners languish in captivity without any 
consolation, without any help or alleviation, until] they have expiated 
their sins? Shall the almighty Ruler of heaven and earth be found 
less magnanimous, less noble and merciful than the Ethiopian Emperor 
who showed Himself so merciful to the captive soldiers? How could 
God permit Himself to be outdone in generosity, in mercy and kindness 
by any of His creatures! True, His Divine Justice must demand full 
satisfaction for all the transgressions which our departed loved ones, 
His prisoners, have committed during life and for which they have not 
atoned. For them the time of mercy is past, and they can make expiation 
only by suffering. But the God of Mercy, the King of Love, makes it 
possible for us to come to their assistance; He places at our disposal 
infinite riches wherewith we may pay the price of their ransom: the 
treasures of His Sacred Body and Blood in Holy Mass and Communion, 
the priceless pearls of His infinite merits and those of the saints, 
from which we may draw through indulgences, prayers, sufferings, 
mortifications and penances. . . 

Oh, let us render as much assistance as possible to our dear ones 
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who are still held captive in the prison of purgatory. And not only 
to our dear ones, but to all who are imprisoned there, for they are all 
our brothers and sisters in Christ, they are all the children of our 
Mother, Mary. To her, our Mother, the Mother of God, the human 
Mother of the King of Love, let us entrust our “love-gifts” for these 
dear captives. Especially during this month let us beseech her by our 
fervent prayers, our Holy Masses and Communions, our sacrifices and 
sufferings patiently borne, to bring to bear all her might and love upon 
the Sacred Heart of the Divine King, her Son, to move Him to loose 
their bonds and permit them to journey to their heavenly home. For 


27 


when our Mother Mary says “Yes,” even Jesus Himself cannot say “No”! 





A Seraph of the Blessed Sacrament 
St. Aloysius, Patron of Youth — Feast June 21 
<4 

*N ACCOUNT of his angelic purity and glowing charity, 
St. Aloysius was truly called an angel in the flesh. 
These virtues sprang from his childlike devotion to the 
Mother of God and to the holy angels, and from his 
meditations upon the sufferings of Christ, but above all 
from his fervent devotion to the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
From his earliest years, St. Aloysius found his delight in 
being near Our Lord in the tabernacle. Though he was a descendant 
of the princely family of Gonzaga, he practiced extraordinary mortifi- 
cations in the midst of the splendor of his father’s palace. Often he 
sought solitude in order to commune with God. But it was only before 
the tabernacle that his heart found true peace. Whenever he went 
for a walk, he contrived to pass a church in order that he might at 
least have a few moments before the Blessed Sacrament. If he found 
the doors locked, he contented himself with a short but fervent greeting 
from without. Thus he would visit the Blessed Sacrament four or five 
times daily. Before he applied himself to his studies, he always sought 
enlightenment at the feet of Eternal Wisdom in the tabernacle. 

Upon entering a church, Aloysius would cast himself upon his 
knees on the bare floor before his Lord and God. Never would he 
make use of cushions or priedieu as did the other members of the 
family. With his eyes fixed upon the tabernacle or modestly cast 
down, his hands devoutly folded or crossed upon his breast, he remained 
motionless in a corner. His heart and senses were captivated; he 
heard and saw nothing of what transpired around him. For hours he 
would kneel thus absorbed in meditation or in vocal prayer. 

















Tabernacle and Purgatory 63 


Great was the love of Aloysius for Holy Mass. From the time 
he was five years old, he assisted daily at Mass in the chapel of his 
father’s palace. But he found his greatest delight in serving at the 
altar — a desire which found ample indulgence during the days of his 
novitiate. With his fellow novices he would betake himself to the 
sacristy in the early morning hours, where, alternating with them, he 
would serve as many as six and seven Holy Masses. 

With true angelic devotion he performed these holy services. 
Witnesses to his love and fervor were the copious tears he shed on such 
occasions. But the love of the angelic youth reached its height when 
he approached the “sweet Banquet at which angels lowly serve.” At 
the age of twelve years he received his first Holy Communion from the 
hands of St. Charles Borromeo, Archbishop of Milan. The saintly 
archbishop, in examining the youthful Aloysius on religious subjects, 
was highly astonished at the operations of Divine grace in the boy’s 
soul, unaided by any exterior guidance. Who can say with what fervor 
and piety Aloysius received his Lord into his pure heart, and with 
what bountiful graces his receptive soul then overflowed? Daily 
Communion was not customary at that time, but St. Aloysius received 
the Bread of Angels as-often as it was permitted him to do so. 

After his entrance into the Society of Jesus, he received at least 
every Sunday. In order that he might communicate as worthily as 
possible, he divided the week into two parts, devoting the first part to 
thanksgiving for the Communion he had received on the preceding 
Sunday, and the second part to preparation for the Communion he was 
to receive on the following Sunday. On the day itself, he devoted 
himself zealously to prayer, spiritual reading and meditation on the 
Holy Eucharist, and was ingenious in directing all his exercises toward 
this center. Many of his companions, among them even priests, who 
were desirous of preparing well for the celebration of Holy Mass and 
the reception of the sacraments, sought out the companionship of 
Aloysius in order that they might be inspired by his example and his 
love-glowing words. 

After he had joined the Jesuits, Aloysius once received Holy 
Communion in his home parish. In order to witness his angelic piety 
and recollection, the people flocked to the church from all sides. Later, 
taking advantage of an opportune occasion, he delivered a short homily 
on the love of Our Lord, and his words were so ardent and full of 
zeal that his exhortation to the people to receive Holy Communion on 
the following Sunday was not without its good effects. All night long 
the parish priest and the religious heard confessions, and on the follow- 
' ing day over seven hundred parishioners approached Holy Communion. 
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In our modern days of frequent Communion, this would not be anything 
extraordinary, but we must remember that in St. Aloysius’ time the 
faithful approached the Holy Table more rarely. 

If the exterior aspect of St. Aloysius was so angelic and inspiring, 
what must have been the interior dispositions of his soul? Heavenly 
delights must have flowed in torrents into his pure heart, so truly 
detached from the things of earth and so wholly absorbed in God. 
At the moment of reception of the Sacred Host, he was truly an “angel 
in human guise.” With all imaginable devotion he made his thanks- 
giving, commending to his’ Lord his innocence and his progress in 
virtue. In this holy exercise he spent from one to two hours, nor did 
he permit anything to disturb him during this precious time. 

Little wonder that, with such an extraordinary preparation and 
thanksgiving, he also received extraordinary graces from his Lord. His 
angelic purity, his marvelous fortitude in following his vocation, his 
heroic spirit of penance, — all were drawn from the Fountain of all 
holiness — the Blessed Sacrament. 

In St. Aloysius were truly exemplified the words: “As you live, 
so shall you die.” At the age of twenty-three years, he was stricken 
with a fatal illness. Realizing that his end was near, his religious 
brethren assembled at his bedside, while his Superior gave him holy 
Viaticum. All eyes were filled with tears at the words: “Receive, O 
brother, the Viaticum of the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which preserve thee from the wicked enemy and lead thee to eternal 
life.” Aloysius alone was radiant with joy at the thought that he 
would soon behold face to face in unveiled vision Him whom he had 
just received under the Eucharistic species, to enjoy with Him forever 
the glory of His Father. Peacefully, with full consciousness, a lighted 
candle in his hand, a Crucifix upon his breast and the sweet Name of 
Jesus upon his lips, the ardent lover of the Blessed Sacrament breathed 
forth his soul. It was shortly after midnight during the night between 
Thursday, the 20th, and Friday, the 2lst of June, at the close of the 
octave of Corpus Christi, and at the dawn of the day which was later 
to be celebrated as the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. It was in 
the year 159] — just three hundred and fifty years ago. 
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The Holy Spirit — 
Consoler, Teacher, Intercessor 


to whom we may go for light 
and guidance when we are face 
to face with the difficulties of 
life. In Him we shall find a 
sanctuary of peace, a source of 
strength, a joy beyond all pass- 
ing joys of earth. Let us in- 
voke His aid in preparing for 
the great feasts of Pentecost, 
Trinity Sunday, and Corpus 
Christi. Much inspiration will also be found in the following booklets: — 





Devotion to the Holy Ghost — This booklet will give a keener insight 
into the wonderful workings of the Holy 


Ghost, both in the visible and invisible world. It treats of His magni- 
ficent works, His Gifts and Fruits, and contains twenty pages of prayers 
in His honor. Price 10¢. 





Devotion to the Most Holy Trinity — This most sublime mystery of 
m Faith can never too deeply imbue 


our lives. In this booklet the reader will gain a clearer concept of 
devotion to the Trinity and its efficacy in forming the true Christian. 
Many prayers. Price 10¢. 
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Blessed Sacrament 
Library 


Complete Library — 
10 Booklets, 65¢ 





Five Cent Booklets Ten Cent Booklets 
Jesus Loves Me The Holy Eucharist Our All 
Communicate Frequently and The Bread of Life 
Devoutly 
Eucharis' Miracl 
My Daily Visit — es 
Jesus, Joy of My Heart God Himself, Our Sacrifice 
Jesus Pleads For My Love God With Us in the Blessed Sacrament 


Reduction for Quantities on all booklets listed. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











Confide Your Needs to the Sacred Heart 


You will be inspired with ever greater confidence by reading 


Che Sacred Heart Library 


7 Booklets — 55¢ 


Come, Let Us Adore — A booklet of beautiful prayers in honor of the 
Sacred Heart, most fitting for the Holy Hour or for visits to Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament. Price 10¢. 


True Veneration of the Sacred Heart — Treats of the love of God and 
the means of returning His love. Price 10¢ 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Home — Explains the mean- 
ing of the Enthronement, and the great fruits of this devotion; offers 
practical suggestions for carrying out the ceremony and stimulating 
the true spirit of the Enthronement. Price 10¢ 


Six Discourses on the Enthronement — Relates the marvelous graces 
that have followed from the Enthronement in the home as experienced 
and told by the Apostle of the Enthronement. Price 10¢ 


For Thee, O Heart of Jesus — Explains the promises of the Sacred 
Heart; contains the Mass of the Sacred Heart, litanies, prayers and 
Acts of Consecration... Price 10¢ 


Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour — Explains the purpose and value 
of these devotions; contains reflections and prayers for each. Price 5¢ 


Message of the Sacred Heart — A plea from the Divine Heart for the 
love of His creatures, and the manner in which He sanctifies souls. 


Price: 3 booklets for 10¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 








